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In  the  year  1902,  one  October  day,  half 
a  dozen  business  men  met  together  in  the 
City  of  Vancouver  and  formed  themselves 
into  a  Limited  Liability  Company,  for  the 
pu  pose  of  taking  over  the  business  of  Mr. 
A.  B.  Diplock,  applying  for  such  powers 
for  extension  in  various  directions  as  were 
deemed  necessary  for  the  business  in  view. 
This  small   beginning   was  the  origin  of  the 
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PRESIDENT  OK  THE  MONTKI-ll'S  PIANO  CO. 

LD. — DIRECTOR  OK  THK  WESTERN 
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'  ■■■  '•"■  <!■"«.  general  contracting,  sawnnll- 
.■•.'.  roadn.ak.ng,  land  clearing  an.l  ,„l,er 
similar  enterprises. 

The  staff  at  that  time  include'  the 
Manager.  Mr  ,>ip,oc..  ,„,  „„,  ^^^J^^ 
It  was  nut  long,  however,  before  it  was 
o....d  necessary  to  add  to  the  n,„nl,.r.  as 
^e  hus.ness  on  the  plans  laid  down  by  m/ 
D  Plock  was  found  to  supply  a  want  in 
the  con.mun.ty  and  thoroughly  justified  ,l„ 


C.     WKMWOKIH    SAKKI.,    KSy. 
I'KKSIIlKM    Ol'    I  HE   K.  C.    HOOK  I  (>.    I.IJ. 
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li:  INNF.S,   BARklSIKRS- 


JIRF.CTOR  OF 


WFSTFKV  t'ORPORATION,  Ll>. 


'••oinplf.f  cnfidena-  placed  In  ,1. 

h'    the   directors.      tL  dav      ,  '""""*'''" 

"'«nl'*  a  further  increase  ""  '^•'• 

-eW... -.,..-..--, /.-ward 

-uchei:  in  p  ni^rT  ;•"""'"  ""■ 

'net  of    North  V -7  '^°""""'    ''"'- 

North   Vancouver.      Directly    ac.ss 


J.    C.     KKIIH,     fSl.i. 
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NINc;  »0.        IHRKCIiik'   Of    THK 

WKSIKRN  COKI'okAIION,    M). 


the  ,„Ie,  rom  Vancouver,  the  flourishing, 
^ernnna,  c.ty  of  the  Canad.an  Pacific  Kai,' 
wa>  the  western  port  of  Canada  and  ter- 
mmal  of  several  in,portan.  stean^ship  lines, 
the   gateway    to    the    Orient,    lay  the   smal 

and  scattered  village,  struggling  ^„  a  wnde" 
ness  of  burned  stumps  and  tangled  brush. 
Among  the  advantages  foreseen  were 
the  chmate.  North  Vancouver,  sloping  as 
t  does  gently  to  the  southwest,  and  pro- 
tected from  all    severe  weather;    is  at  iL^t 
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mana(;ek  ok  thi.:  manufalti'Kkrs' 
a<;kniv    hki'ariment    of    thk 

WESTERN   corporation,    Mi. 


three  weeks  earlier    in 


Vegetation   than  any 


place  ,„  the  vicinity,  and  is  in  a  magnificent 
Posmon    to    supply    the  unlimited  a'n d  e  e 
■ncreasing     market    of    Vancouver;    with  a 
n>agn.ficent    view    of    Vancouver    ritj  and 

Stanley   Park,   across    the  beautiful   Gulf    of 
.inr*    •;\'""''-'«'^-  -gged    fringl  o 
ndswh,ch  skirt  V.-,ncouver  Island.' and 
'ast.     but    by    no    means  least,   the    coming 
commercial  advantages.  coming 
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W.    N.     LAII.KV,    ESy. 
ARCHITECT  AND    BUILDING    SUI'EKINIEN- 
IIENT  FOR  THE  WESTERN  COR- 
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The    south     side     of     Burrard     Inlet     is 
pract.caily    entirely     i„     ,he     hands    of     the 
Canadian   Pacific  Ka.iway,  who  naturallv  bv 
t'le.r  forethought,   having   secured  such   tre 
^.:endous    advantages,   in    no    way  welcome 
nval  railways.      The  North  Vancouver  shore 
on    the    other    hand    is    free,     and  any  pro- 
jected railways,  in  order  to  obtain  deep  sea 
wharves  and  other  facilities    must    come   to 
that  side  of  the  inlet. 


WILLIAM    kl  SSEI.I. 
MANA<;ER  ok    I'HK   I'l.LMBINC   HKI'Akl- 
MKNT  OK  THK  WKSTKRN  COR- 
PORATION, I.IJ. 
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MANAGKR  OK  THE  LAND  lIF.ARIVr;   TlF- 

PARTMK.NT  OK  THE  WESTERN 
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These  facts,  which  have  been  sufficiently 
proved  by  tin.e,  Jed  to  the  estahiishmen't 
of  a  real  estate  department  for  the  dealing 
m    pnn,ar.ly.  of  North  Vancouver  properies 

L  t.rV^^"''''^  ^y  "'^  '"»"«g«r,  by 
wh.ch  the  heavy  blanket  mortgage.  wLich 
prevented    the    settlement   of    tL'  'choicest 

lick  r.H  '  '"'  "'  '  — 'l-nce  the 
pick  of  the  municipality  was  put  on  the 
market  and  thrown  open  for  occupation,  on 
easy  terms. 
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lOOK  AT    IHK  WKSIFKN  I Okl'ORATION 

llOAkrUNc;  IIOUSK 


V.    STRAUBE 

BOOK-KEKPEk  OF    IIIE  WESTERN 

CORPORATION,    I.D. 


As  was  anticipated,  success  attended 
h.s  pohcy.  the  only  drawback  bdng  the 
lack  of  capital  for  proper  development. 
The  local  capitalists  were  doing  sufficiently 
well  w„h  their  own  projects,  and  what 
capua  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  was 
greed.ly  absorbed  for  their  own  requirements. 
The  little  municipality  of  North  Vancouver 
w.th  only  about  seventy-five  inhabitants.' 
coul.l  not  afford  to   make  any  great  outlay 
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for  opening  up  roads,   etc.,  and  settlers  were 
handicapped. 

The  Westkkn  Cokhokaiion,  after  view- 
ing the  situation,  decided  to  increase  their 
capital  and  seek  further  powers  from  the 
supreme  court,  which  was  granted  on  March 
17th.  1905.  and  immediately  .mbarked  in  the 
business  of  road  making  and  land  clearing 
The  first  practically  at  cost,  in  order  to  help 
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on  the  rapidly  rising  town.  With  thf  usual 
originality  it  was  decided  that  the  old 
fashioned  method*  of  the  stumping  powder 
and  mattock  were  altogether  too  slow  and 
too  expensive.  A  large  donkey  engine  was 
purchased  of  the  kind  used  by  loggers  in 
hauling  logs  from  the  forest  by  cable,  and 
with  this  and  a  judicious  use  of  blasting 
powder,  immense  stacks  of  roots  and  stumps, 
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forty  and  fifty  feet  high,  were  piled  up  and 
Lmrned,  leaving  the  land  ready  for  the 
plough,  for  the  garden  or  orchard,  and  for 
l)uilding — parenthetically  one  might  add,  the 
neighboring  Citv  of  Vancouver  watched  this 
system  of  clearing,  with  the  result  that  two 
large  engines  of  similar  design  were  ordered, 
and  are  now  in  use  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
older  citv.      As  progress  stimulates    progress 
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and  big  dividends  are  the  greatest  induce- 
ment to  investment,  the  shareholders  of  tht- 
corporation  eagerly  invested  more  money 
and  declared  the  large  profits  in  further 
shares,  using  the  money  to  increase  the  ever- 
growing enterprise. 

The  Western  Corporation  planned  and 
built  the  first  business  block  in  North 
Vancouver,     and     was    the     means    of     in- 
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ducing  the  first  tradesman  to  embark 
in  business,  a  circumstance  he  himself 
has  never  for  one  moment  regretted. 
Building  operations,  however,  by  reason  of 
the  expense  in  transportation  and  other  dif- 
ficulties, were  still  ry  expensive.  Lumber 
and  building  s'  ..es  had  to  be  brought  over 
from  V'anr-  or  l)y  boat,  thus  making  small 
quantities        practically       prohibitive,        and 
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although  the  improved  roads  did  away 
with  the  necessity  of  packing  every  thing  to 
the  scene  ot  operations,  as  was  done  for- 
merly, still  the  erection  of  any  kind  of 
edifice  was  not  a  thing  to  he  lightly  under- 
taken. To  meet  this,  the  corporation  went 
into  the  business  of  lumber  merchants,  build- 
ers and  contractors,  and  thus  enabled  the 
consumer  to  purchase  anything  from  a  single 
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board,  to  a  house  and  lot  and  garden  ready 
for  planting  out,  also  giving  the  intending 
purchaser  of  property  in  the  municipality,  a 
reasonable  certainty  that  he  could  erect  a 
dwelling  on  his  property  at  a  moderate  co^t. 
This  branch  of  the  business,  one  might 
almost  say,  led  to  the  owning  and  operating 
of  a  sawmill.  The  Westkkn  Cori'oration 
already    possessed  some   valuable    standing 
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timber,  and  excellent  arrangements  were 
made  with  owners  of  adjoining  properties  for 
their  timber  rights,  thns  insuring  enough 
material  for  a  fair  sized  sawmill  to  convert 
into  lumber  for  some  time  to  come,  while  the 
prices  in  the  local  market,  in  consequence  of 
the  ever  increasing  demand,  enabled  a  good 
profit  to  be  made  in  this  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness and    placed   the   corporation  in  a  sound 
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position    for    miilti taking    the    supplying    of 
lunilxT. 

While  all  these  liiKner  and  more  impos- 
ing works  were  heing  carried  on,  the  smaller, 
but  no  less  important  work,  had  been 
rigorously  proceeded  with.  Inducements 
had  heen  held  out,  successfully,  to  various 
trades  and  professions  to  settle,  and  several 
industries  v.ere  established   and   nursed  into 
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ASPECT  OF  FORK8T  BKFORE  MAKI  <G  A  ROAI> 


stan<iinf{  on  their  own  leRs.  A  splendid 
wliarf  site  was  securtd  and  wliarf  erected 
into  which  the  tram  lines  rnn,  thus  enabling 
supplies  to  be  taken  rif-ht  up  to  the  sawmill 
or  vice  versa,  and  facilitating  the  B.  C. 
Electric  Railway  in  landing  their  supplies, 
poles,  etc.,  for  the  tramway  and  electric  light 
system.  Coal  was  also  imported  and  de- 
livered by  the  corporation  teams,  and  all  and 


lioADMAKIM      IV     rilK    WK.^tKUS    COUl'OHATIOX.    I.I) 


every    matters   of    smaller    import    given  the 
closest  attention. 

That  the  enterprise  has  been  amply 
jnstified  and  the  forethought  of  the  nianaee- 
mcnt  has  been  demonstrated  as  the  following 
statistics  bear  out  : 


i| 


i 


ItOAPMAKIXG    BV   THE   WESTKRN   ((.RI'OKATIOX,    M). 


COMPLETED  ROAD. 


igo2. 
Number  of  inhabitants.  75 

Total  assessment $g^^,t.j6g 

Sidewalks .V4  mile 

Koads 20  miles 

Bridges 400  feet 

Tramways none. 

Waterworks. none. 

Elt     r;^  light none. 

Telephones none 


1907. 
1,50 
$4,003,729 

4  miles. 
39^  miles. 

i,«oo  ft. 

5  miles. 
I  Complete 
I     System 

(  Complete 
)     System 
51  'Phones. 


RE.<U)KX(:k  ok  a.  h.   dih.ouk 

PRESIDENT  AND   .MANA(llX(i    DIRECTdl!  OF  TlIK    IVKSTKRN    ( 


ORPORATION,  LD. 


BHSIDENCE  OF  A   E,  KEALV,  ESQ. 


So  much  for  the  general  work  of  the 
Wkstekn  CoKPuRvnoN,  The  working  and 
methods  are  also  equally  interesting. 

The  head  office  is  in  the  City  of  Nancon- 
ver.  Here  the  general  accounts  of  the  cor- 
poration are  kept,  and  the  real  estate  and 
other  transactions  are  consummated.  Here 
also  the  hoard  iiietts,  of  which  Mr  A  B 
Diplock  is  President  and  General    Manager- 


iilll  iX 


.-ms. .  •i^T^*' 


UKSIDKXCK  OF  II.  (.  WRKiHT,  KSl,'. 
HIILT  BY  THK  WKSTKRX  tORI-(  .[(ATION,  I.li. 


ST.  JOHN'S  SCHOOL.  NORTH  VANCOUVER    B   C 
DESIGNED  AND  BL'ILT  BY  THE   WB8T«RN   CORPORATION,  LD. 


Messrs.  \V.  \V.  Montelius,  President  of  the 
Monteliiis  Piano  Co.,  I.d.;  C.  Wentvvorth 
Sarel,  President  of  th.-  British  CoIiiinl)ia 
Book  Co..  Ld.;  A.  Dunt)ar  Taylor,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Taylor,  Bradbiirn  & 
Innes,  Barristers  and  Solicitors,  Victoria  and 
Vancouver,  and  J.  C.  Keith,  President  of  the 
Port  Nelson  Canning  Co.,  Ld.,  are  directors, 
and    Mr.    A.    E.    Kea!y,    Secretary.      Mr.    S 


H.  C, 


•TIlOMrSlOX  BLOCK,"  NORTH  \AN(  OIVKH 
IlKSIliNKri  HY  lAl.TOX  i  EVKLKIUII 
Bl  ILT  BY  THK  WKSTERX  CORJ-ORATIOX.  I.I> 


"BEA8LEY  BLOCK."   NORTH   VANCOUXER,  B   C 
DESIGNED  AND  Bl'ILT  BY  THE   WESTERN  CORPORATION,  LD. 


Tytlfr,  Matiaytr  of  the  Real  Estate  Depart- 
ment, has  his  headquarters  here,  ami  also 
the  sample  room,  nniler  Mr.  \V.  J.  Butl-r, 
in  which  are  exposed  numerous  articles  of 
which  the  cor,  -^tion  has  the  British  Co- 
luinhia  atjen-v. 

All  the  othei  offices,  workshops,  etc.,  are 
across  Burraai  Inlet,  two  miles  by  the  ferry- 
Immediately    on    arrival    at    the  terminus  of 


THK   HKST    IIUSINESS    lil.lH  K    IN    Noklll     VANlOl  VfcK 
KKE(   lElP    IIV     rllE  WESIKkN    COkl'OKA  I  ION,    III. 
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RESIDENCK    OK    \V.    H.    IIL'NIIURV,    Ksy 

i.iH  Ai,  mana(;kr  11.  c.  r..  rv.   i  o. 

DE.SICNEI)    AND    DUII.T    liV    THK    WE.'iiKR 


CORl'DKAIION,    I.I). 


the  tramway  line  aie  the  corporation's 
wharves,  warttiouses,  coal  bunkers  and 
lumber  slitds,  also  the  North  Vancouver 
litanch  business  office,  where  plans  and 
specifications  are  made  for  new  buildings, 
and  where  all  the  business  connected  with 
contracting,  retailing  of  supplies  and  other 
undertakings  are  attended  to.  Mr.  H.  C. 
Wright,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  has  the 
supervision  of  these  departments. 

Here  it  is  not  out  of  place   to  say   that 
the  Western  Corporation  has  to  congratu- 


RESIDKNCE    OK    MRS.    SLRIVKN 
DCSIGNED    AND    BUILT    BV  THE  WESTERN    CORPORATION, 


RESIDENCE   OF    H.    I..    RADERMACHER,    Esg. 
DESIGNED    AND    BUILT   BY   THE    WESTERN    CORPORATION,    LD. 
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late  itself  on  the  way  it  is  served.  The  em- 
ployees, who  number  in  all  something  over 
eighty,  make  their  employers  business  theirs. 
The  system  of  bonuses,  the  personal  care  by 
the  management  of  their  interests,  produces 
a  mutual  regard  and  a  community  of  interests 
that  makes  for  harmony  and  success. 

Away  up  in  the  hills,  two  miles  from  the 
wharf,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  tele- 
phone and  by  tram  line,  is  the  sawmill,  and 
so  great  has  been  the  demand  for  its  product 
that  it  is  impossible  to  turn  out  lumber  quick 


RESIDENCE    OF    AT. EX.   I'HILII',    ES^. 

CLERK    OF    THE    NORTH    VANCOUVER    MUNICII'AI.ITV 

DE.SIGNED    AND    BUII.T    BV    THE    WESTERN    CORPORAIION,    I. P. 


RESIDENCE    OF    W.     1..     BOfl.T,     ESQ. 
DESICNED    AND    BUILT    BV    THE  WESTERN  CORPORATION,    LD. 


enough.  Additional  machinery,  however, 
is  shortly  expected  to  meet  this  satisfactory 
condition,  and  what  was  originally  a  small 
sawmill  for  the  purpose  of  economically 
using  up  the  big  logs  removed  in  clearing 
the  forest,  and  of  helping  the  building  de- 
partment with  plenty  of  rough  lumber,  is 
now  an  up-to-date  manufacturing  concern 
and  a  hive  of  industry. 

As  before  stated,  the  business  of  land 
clearing,  of  converting  the  pathless  forest 
into  land  fit  for  settlement,   for  the   garden 


RKSIDEXCE    OK    H.     W.     YOLNC,     KS(J. 
UESICNEll    AND    HUll.T    HV    THK  WESTERN    LORFORATIO        LI). 


RESIDENCE    OE    MRS.     DOUGALL 
DESIGNED    AND    BUII.T    BV    THE    WESTERN   CORPORATION,   LD. 


and  the  orchard,  was  one  of  the  first  enter- 
prises of  the  corporation,  and  so  successful 
are  the  methods  employed,  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Sam  Martin,  that  the  wilder- 
ness, in  an  incredibly  short  time,  is  trans- 
formed into  the  garden,  a  profitable  transac 
tion,  not  only  to  the  community  at  large  and 
the  corporation,  hut  also  to  the  settler. 

Land  covered  bat  a  year  ago  with  brush 
and  forest  is  now  supplying  tomatoes  and 
other  fruits  and  vegetables  earlier  than  they 
can  be  produced  anywhere  in  tlie  district  for 


RKSinKNCE    OF    R.    I'.    CORNISH,    KS(.I. 
|)>-|'NK1>    AMI    IILII.T    IIV     IHK    WKSIT.RN    tORI'ORA HON,    1.1). 


COiTA<;K    IN    COURSK    Ol-     ClJNM  RUC  liO.N 
BY    THE    WESTERN    CORPORATION,    1,1). 


the  ready  Vancouver  market  at  a  handsome 
profit.  The  tired  business  man  is  enabled 
to  employ  his  leisure  with  the  growing  of 
flowers  and  fancy  horticulture. 

Away  up  in  the  pine  and  cedar  woods 
—an  ideal  spot  for  health,  natural  beauty  and 
comfort— standing  in  its  own  grounds, 
cleared  by  the  corporation,  is  St.  John's 
Private  Boarding  School.  The  school  was 
designed  and  built  by  the  corporation.  It  is 
replete  with  every  comfort  and  convenience. 
Electric  light,  pure  mountain  water,  a  perfect 


LAM)  C'LKARIX(;  BY  THE  WESTKRX  CORI'ORATIOX,  I.I). 


VIR(;l.N    son.,    WHKRF.    SI'l.K.NDIl)    KKIIT    IS    CROWN    .\HKR 
THK    I..ANI>    IS    CLKARKll    OK    SIUMPS,    TRKES,     FIX. 


I.AXD  CLEARING  BY  THK  WESTKRX  CORPORATION,  LD. 


STUMPS    AND    TRKES    I'lLKI)    l:i'    BV    THE    DONKEV 
ENCINE    READY     lO    IIURN 


system  of  heating,  a  combination  of  all  the 
latest  modern  conveniences  in  the  midst  of 
primeval  forest,  which  could  only  be  found  in 
this  marvellous  country,  is  only  one  of  the 
examples  of  the  pioneer  work  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

Shops,  dwelling  houses,  stores  and  other 
buildings  too  numerous  to  mention  in  this 
slight  sketch,  some  of  which  can  be  judged 
from  the  pictures  herewith  presented,  all 
bear  permanent  witness  to  the  energy,  fore- 
sight and  success  of  the  Wkstkrn  Cokpora- 


.AND  CLKARIXG  BY  THK  WKSTEKX  COKPORATIOX,  I.D. 


LAND     CI.EAKED    READY    FOR    THE    I'LOUCH 
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noK.  In  A  word,  oothiBf  m  too  larg*  for 
tn«m  to  oiidertKln,  aothtog  too  MnaUto  b« 
ti%-en  detcilod  attoatimi  ta 

Thy  iatendiof  Mttkr.  with  •ufficknt 
money  lor  hk  lirM  iaatyoMBt.  with  litUe  or 
M  kMwkdc*  o*  hm^MM.  or  of  th«  dificul- 
taM  of  clMnag  b«uldiBg.  otc,  ia  taken  in 
hand  by  the  corporation.  Hir.  land  is  put 
lato  cmiditioB  to  neid.  his  booM  is  eiwted 
fMdy  for  ooeapatioo.  and  on  such  terms  and 
with  s«(^  MM  paymmts  as  can  be  eanly 
met,  ot  sboold  be  at  any  time  elect  to  sell 


I 
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•Caia,   in  MKh  shape  that  a   purcbaaar  ta 
aaaOyfmiad. 

The  WaiTtiur  Cowokatmii  haa  made 
neoey  for  ita  aharebolden,  for  ita  emi^oyeea, 
for  Ita  clieaU,  and  haa  incidenuUy  iDomMed 
the  proaperity  of  the  Municipality  oi  N«Tth 
VaacoMVMr,  ia  so  much  that  the  wlio>.  com- 
mnaity  haa  beaaittod.  and  the  ▼aloe  of  every 
person's  ^operty  haa  tacrwwed. 


